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Taking it to the Bank: Increased Revenues Coming from Medicare and Ohio Medicaid

All ground ambulance suppliers will expect to see more money in the bank effective on all calls beginning on July 1, 2008.  Even though many of you may have received the transmittals concerning these increases we at MBI wanted to cover these to keep you aware of the implications to your agencies.  
Medicare will be increasing their fee schedule amounts based on the area in which the transports originate.  The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) was enacted on July 15, 2008 but becomes effective on July 1, 2008 for a host of medical specialties including air and ground ambulance suppliers.  Medicare contractors had been holding claims for processing for 10 days to allow the new fee schedule to take effect.  You may have noticed deposits being slow the first part of July.  This increase is effective until January 1, 2010.  Transports originating in a rural area will increase by 3% while transports originating in an urban area will increase by 2%.  
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) announced also an increase in their fee schedule as well effective July 1, 2008 as well.  ODJFS reimbursement has increased by 3% for all air and ground transport services.  Also ODJFS will be reimbursing mileage on a fixed amount per mile compared to the tiered fee schedule previously used.  Also ODJFS has added reimbursement for wheel chair accessible vehicle attendant to the list of covered services.
The increases are small but overall they should add to the bottom line to each transportation services supplier as typically Medicare and Medicaid account for around half of all insurance payers.  As new information is sent from CMS and ODJFS, MBI Solutions will keep you aware.
